




Businesses in my district are facing inflation, labor shortages, and cash-strapped customers. Most of my 
district’s residents are students who provide significant income for many State Street businesses nearby. 
Consequently, these businesses are sensitive to changes to the student population.

Solid economic development can mean many things, but it involves supporting workers and businesses to 
improve Madison’s economy  The city must build a solid foundation for local businesses to expand 
operations, complete research & development projects, and gain access to new distribution channels  To 
achieve this outcome, the City of Madison should take full advantage of every tool to support economic 
development, like tax incremental financing  City infrastructure must also keep up with economic growth  
The University of Wisconsin, located in District 8, plays a vital role in many of these development functions  

Madison is perceived very strongly both locally and nationally. I want to enhance our brand further with 
capital and labor improvements. Madison is a college town, but it’s so much more. 

Madison is a wonderful place to work. However, the rising cost of living and a lack of affordable housing 
threatens workforce development. If we can tackle these challenges, our workforce will thrive. Madison 
must also continue its investment in safe, efficient public transportation and facilitate the proper 
implementation of Bus Rapid Transit. As someone running to represent the UW campus, one of my goals is 
to keep talented graduates in Madison to support our economy.

3  What are the most important issues facing businesses in your district?

4. How do you define economic development? Please elaborate.

5. What is your perception of Madison's business brand? How do you think Madison is perceived
locally and nationally?

6. How can Madison best attract and retain a diverse workforce?



I’m running to support affordable housing in my area. As Alder, I’ll fight to eliminate failed ordinances that 
make workforce housing more difficult to build. I’ll also support improved financing for affordable housing. 
As our workforce grows, so must our housing supply.

Many people of color aspire to launch a business someday but fail to get it off the ground. Often, these 
aspiring entrepreneurs lack mentorship and appropriate lines of credit. We must ensure that these 
resources are accessible to everyone and support community networks of mentorship and credit.

As we implement Bus Rapid Transit, we must continue to make housing improvements along these routes. 
Recently, I’ve been involved with the proposed bus center and redevelopment on Hawthorne Court. This 
development has highlighted the contentious issues surrounding public transit. Madison residents should 
get the most out of our expanding bus system. As Alder, I’ll fight to make public transit accessible and 
affordable to everyone. 

Public safety remains a vital issue in Madison, and crime rate reductions are essential to the success of 
workers and businesses. Street lighting is also a critical issue in my district, particularly along the poorly-lit 
southern shores of Lake Mendota. Pedestrian safety is another important safety issue I’ve been working on 
with the Campus Area Neighborhood Association. 

7. What strategies would you recommend for the city to meet the diverse needs of workforce
housing?

**8. In what ways can city government support entrepreneurs of color working to start and grow
an emerging business in Madison?

**9. What is your assessment of Madison's transportation system? What priority improvements
are needed to support mobility for a growing workforce?

**10. A challenge that often comes with growth are issues impacting crime and safety. Some of
these challenges are real; others perceived. In either case, it impacts livability and our ability to
recruit and retain talent to Madison. Do you view Madison as a safe community and what is the
Common Council’s role in building safe communities?






